Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit
Order of Worship :Sunday 3rd October 2021 at 1:30pm
Led by Rev’dBekkie Wright, Probationer Minister for the Stamford Methodist Circuit
Youtube Link: https://youtu.be/_lrj7H94jts
Theme: Harvest Festival and the Fifth Commitment from the Methodist Way of Life “We Will Learn More
About Our Faith”
[When reading the order of worship on a computer, laptop or smart phone, click on the YouTube links to
play the hymns. Remember to turn up the volume!]
Welcome
Welcome to our online worship for Sunday 3rd October. My name is Bekkie Wright and I am the
probationer minister in the Stamford Methodist Circuit.
Today we have two focuses for our worship, the first is to celebrate our online harvest festival and the
second is to explore today’s commitment in the Methodist Way of Life which is “we will learn more about
our faith”. I’ve found it fascinating combining these two themes as I’ve prepared our worship today. I
strongly believe that the themes we are focussing on over this quarter are not just there for us to talk
about but we should be enacting them and what better place to begin to do that than in the act of worship
itself. And so, I ask that you come to worship today not just because it is something that you always do
and not just to celebrate our harvest festival, but also with a mind and heart ready to find something new
about your faith which strengthens you and inspires you.
So, we begin our worship with a harvest liturgy written by John Birch from the website Faith and Worship
Call to Worship
https://www.faithandworship.com/harvest_thanksgiving_liturgy_prayers.htm#gsc.tab=0
William Wilberforce wrote: "Things great have small beginnings. Every downpour is just a raindrop; every
fire is just a spark; every harvest is just a seed; every journey is just a step because without that step there
will be no journey; without that raindrop there can be no shower; without that seed there can be no
harvest."
In the beginning there was nothing, and out of nothing you fashioned a universe so vast, so unimaginable
that we can only sigh with amazement when we stare upwards on a star-lit night. And within this universe
you positioned the earth and populated it, provided for it and designed for it to be a place of beauty.
Creator God: Thank you
In the beginning there was just potential; the seed within the packet, soil’s nutrients, sunshine’s warmth,
rain clouds gathering. And within the tiny seed all that is our daily bread encoded, primed and ready should
it be planted and allowed to grow.
Creator God: Thank you
In the beginning there was humankind, placed within your garden, made steward, gardener and caretaker
of this place of beauty, given responsibilities and the capacity to enjoy. And yet among the seeds we have
sown have been weeds and crops of our own choosing, which have not shown fruit or have spread and
choked the earth.
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Creator God: Forgive us
God of harvest,
gardener supreme
you place us at the centre
feed us, equip us and
having provided for us
look to a different harvest
a fruitfulness of lives
in service to you
and others.
God of harvest,
feed us
prune us
harvest us
that our lives
might bring glory to you.

Hymn: Singing the Faith 123 – Come you thankful people come raise the song of harvest home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYePkfu4QVI
Come, you thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home!
fruit and crops are gathered in
now, before the storms begin:
God our maker will provide
for our needs to be supplied;
come, with all his people, come,
raise the song of harvest home!
All the world is God's own field,
harvests for his praise to yield;
wheat and weeds together sown
here for joy or sorrow grown:
first the blade and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appearLord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come
and shall bring his harvest home;
He himself on that great day,
worthless things shall take away,
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the weeds to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his care for evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly comebring your final harvest home!
gather all your people in
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free from sorrow, free from sin,
there together purified,
ever thankful at your sidecome, with all your angels, come,
bring that glorious harvest home!

Preparing for Harvest Worship
The harvest festivals that we celebrate today come from a long-standing tradition which has changed in
meaning and purpose over time as our society has changed and harvest has come to mean different things
to us.
The festival originally began way before Christianity ever reached Britain. From pagan times the festival
was celebrated at the time of the harvest moon, the full moon nearest the autumnal equinox. The old
English name for it was ‘Haerfest’ which means ‘Autumn’.
An early form of the harvest festival in churches was called Lammas meaning ‘loaf mass’ and on 1 st August
each year farmers made loaves of bread from the fresh wheat crop and gave them to the local church for
Communion bread in a service which thanked God for the harvest.
The first ever harvest festival which looks more like the ones we know was celebrated in Morwenstow in
Cornwall when the Reverend Robert Stephen Hawker invited his parishioners to a special harvest
thanksgiving service in 1843. It spread from there.
Today the majority of us live away from the land itself and so harvest has a slightly different meaning in
different churches. For those which are still connected to farming the traditional meaning of thanksgiving
for the harvest remains, but for others it has become a service where we focus on those in the world who
do not benefit from a harvest and for whom growing crops of sufficient quantity and quality remains a
struggle. We have also focussed on food banks, those without food and the groups which work to provide
access to food and our collections of food are packaged foods which are destined for food banks, rather
than the home grown produce of previous years. Some of us mourn this change and some of us find it
helpful that there is a practical meaning to harvest as well as a thanksgiving to God.
So, as we gather to celebrate the harvest we come with a range of experiences, a range of focuses and a
range of different things that we want to do within our worship. As we worship take time to think about
what harvest means for you, what are you bringing to God this morning and what will you take away from
our worship into your daily lives?
As you begin to explore that question we now offer a prayer which has been written by Prayerscapes.
Prayerscapes Harvest Thanksgiving Prayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xV_B1s6DlSE
The words of the prayer are written over top of images of harvest:
Father, as we celebrate this season of thanksgiving,
we give thanks for the blessing of food, provision and nourishment.
Please grow in us a harvest for the world.
Come sow a seed of hope within our souls
that we might yield goodness, patience and kindness in abundance.
Sow a seed of peace in our lives Lord
that we might bear the fruits of forgiveness, compassion and righteousness.
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Come sow a seed of love in our hearts Lord
That others would reap the blessings of family, friendship and community.
May each seed of hope, peace and love grow within us
Into a harvest that can be feasted on by all.
Amen
Hymn: Singing the Faith 126 – Praise God for the Harvest of Orchard and Field
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DNukvd9er2Q
Praise God for the harvest of orchard and field;
Praise God for the people who gather their yield –
The long hours of labour, the skills of a team,
The patience of science, the power of machine.
Praise God for the harvest that comes from afar,
From market and harbour, the sea and the shore:
Foods packed and transported and gathered and grown
By God-given neighbours, unseen and unknown.
Praise God for the harvest of science and skill:
The urge to discover, create and fulfill;
For plans and inventions that promise to gain
A future more hopeful, a world more humane.
Praise God for the harvest of conflict and love,
For leaders and peoples who struggle and serve
To banish oppression, earth’s plenty increase,
And gather God’s harvest of justice and peace.

Prayer of Confession
Having praised God for creation and the fruits of the harvest, we now turn to look at ourselves and our
own response to the gifts of harvest and in our prayer of confession we lay before God the times we have
misused or abused those gifts.
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society,
in the misuse of God’s creation.
God our Father, we are sorry
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly,
and acted ungratefully.
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest,
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.
Father, in your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,
but ignore the cry of the hungry.
Father, in your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
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We are thoughtless,
and do not care enough for the world you have made.
Father, in your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
We store up goods for ourselves alone,
as if there were no God and no heaven.
Father, in your mercy:
forgive us and help us.
Returning to the words of William Wilberforce:"Things great have small beginnings. Every downpour is just
a raindrop; every fire is just a spark; every harvest is just a seed; every journey is just a step because
without that step there will be no journey; without that raindrop there can be no shower; without that seed
there can be no harvest."
In the first steps of our confession, our creator God who loves us with a love beyond measure hears us and
responds to us. As we reach out to God in our confessions, we open ourselves up to change and God
knows and honours this. We are loved, we are forgiven, we are free to begin again. Praise be to God.
Amen.

Reading: Matthew 5:43-48
43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,[a] what more are you doing than
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Hymn: Singing the Faith125 - Praise and thanksgiving Father we offer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjRf3_QZQWE
Our next hymn is a harvest hymn which shows us what happens in the world when we follow the words of
Jesus that we have just heard and work at loving all as equal.
Praise and thanksgiving,
Father, we offer,
For all things living
You have made good;
Harvest of sown fields,
Fruits of the orchard,
Hay from the mown fields,
blossom and wood.
Lord, bless the labour
We bring to serve you,
That with our neighbour
we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling,
We would work with you;

Page |
5

Harvesting, milling,
For daily bread.
Father, providing
Food for your children,
Your wisdom guiding
Teaches us share
One with another,
So that, rejoicing
With us, our brother
May know your care.
Then will your blessing
Reach every people;
Each one confessing
Your gracious hand.
When you are reigning
No one will hunger:
Your love sustaining
Fruitful the land.

Sermon
We turn now to today’s commitment from the Methodist Way of Life “we will learn more about our faith”.
We all know that the commitments from the Methodist Way of Life are commitments which all Christians
make and that this could as easily be called the Christian Way of Life, however, the aim of us focussing on
the title Methodist is so that we have the opportunity to understand how these commitments are enacted
within the Methodist Church and how they fit within the calling which God has given to us as Methodists.
I want to begin by sharing with you some words from the Methodist Deed of Union, the document which
sets out what is to be Methodist and why the Methodist Church exists. It says the Methodist Church “ever
remembers that in the providence of God Methodism was raised up to spread scriptural holiness through
the land by proclamation of the evangelical faith and declares its unfaltering resolve to be true to its
divinely appointed mission”. That is, the Methodist Church isn’t just here because people in the 1700’s
fancied doing church in a different way. The Methodist Church exists with a specific purpose and calling
from God to spread scriptural holiness by declaring our faith and we take that calling seriously.
But one thing we need to do in order to tell others about scripture and about our faith is to continue to
learn about it ourselves, going deeper and deeper into the words of the Bible, into our understanding of
who God is and in changing ourselves so that we live out what we have learnt in the world around us.
And so as we celebrate harvest today, praising God for how the small seeds which were planted earlier this
year have grown and flourished and become the harvest which is now gathered in and ready to sustain us
through the winter, we turn to ourselves and consider how the small seeds of God’s truth within us can
also grow until we are ready to gather in the harvest which comes from them. And what better way to
explore this than through a passage which makes us confront our idea of friend and enemy and questions
whether we are prepared to share out faith with everyone or just the people we love.
So let’s turn to our passage and the command we are given to “Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.”
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Good news! At last we are faced with something in our faith that is easy to do right? This is something that
we can definitely do without too much effort on our part. After all we quote it to each other an awful lot.
Personally, I give myself this advice, under my breath, every time that the words and actions of others have
pushed me to my last nerve. It reminds me that the other person is definitely to blame for the way that
I’m feeling because they’re the enemy and, I’m the bigger person because I’ve managed to pray for them
and their sins.
I don’t think I’m alone in thinking of my enemies as being simply the people that irritate me. Those people
whom, when we’re at our most Christian, we lovingly tolerate. When we’re having a ‘not so Christian’ day
we pray pointing out all of their faults to God (just in case God hasn’t noticed what we’ve noticed).
But, when we define ‘enemy’ as ‘person who annoys us’, ‘love’ as ‘toleration’ and ‘pray for’ as ‘having a
good moan to God’ then we do ourselves a dis-service. By limiting the definitions, we leave ourselves with
nowhere to go and no tools which we can use when we find ourselves faced with an individual or a group
of people who mean us real harm. People who go out of their way to hurt and destroy us or our loved
ones. These are the enemies who are currently in the lives of some of us here today. And in those
situations, this call to love and prayer becomes a painful reality and a struggle, but one we need to face.
By relying on our own definitions, we also do God a dis-service because we act as if, in this teaching, Jesus
has set us an impossible task and by rewording it we’re helping Jesus to get it right. When in reality, this
teaching contains not just an instruction for us but also the hope and the promise which comes if we truly
engage with it.
Nowhere in the Hebrew Scriptures are we told to love our neighbours and hate our enemies. Instead, in
Leviticus 19:18 we are told: “you shall love your neighbour as yourself”. ‘Neighbour’ means everybody else
in the world that is not us. The commandment is clear, love everyone.
But this isn’t an easy commandment when it comes to those people who actively mean us harm. So, when
Jesus states that ‘you have heard…love you neighbour and hate your enemy’, rather than misquoting
scripture, he is highlighting the fact that when it comes to dealing with our neighbours we easily make a
distinction between neighbours that are friends and neighbours that are enemies. He gets it! But, this is a
worldly distinction, it isn’t a distinction made by God. And so, in this teaching, Jesus explains the
commandment: ‘look, you’ve got the idea of loving your friends sorted. Everyone does that from the tax
collector, to the Gentiles, to the whole world. So, let’s concentrate on those neighbours you are struggling
with. Your enemies. Love them. Pray for those who persecute you’.
Love them and pray for them. By focussing on doing this we are working at seeing our enemies in the
same light as ourselves ‘children of your Father in heaven’. This is a call to stop defining our enemies by
their words and actions, a chance to step back and rest from the emotional, mental and sometimes
physical struggle which we engage with as we wrestle with our enemies. This is an opportunity to stop
resenting the image of ourselves which our enemies hold and to stop defining ourselves against that
image. This is an opportunity to rest, to place the broken relationship, the hatred, anger, violence and pain
into God’s hands. This is a chance to stop trying to cope on our own and to allow God’s love and God’s
justice to fill the space that we are no longer fighting to control.
And to help us to do just that Jesus gives us two promises:
God ‘makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good’. The sun that crosses the heavens each day and “sees”
all that happens in the world. The sun that provides the light by which all can be seen, both the good and
the bad. In this sunlight, nothing is hidden, the truth is known and shown by the light of God. Jesus
promises us: when we stop trying to control our hardest relationships and we pass them to God, then
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God’s light will show the truth within those relationships. Justice will be enacted because we are no longer
standing in the way.
God ‘sends his rain on the righteous and the unrighteous’. Life-giving rain, which enables the land to
produce crops. Rain which renews the earth. Rain which cleanses everything it touches. Jesus promises
us: when we stop trying to control our hardest relationships and we pass them to God, then cleansing and
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the way.
And so the teaching ends “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”. When it comes to our
enemies, rather than concentrating on the wrongs which have been done to us, let us focus on the
possibility of relationship restored. Rather than focussing on revenge or justifying ourselves, instead let us
concentrate on justice which brings forth the truth in a way which enables those relationships to be
restored. Rather than using all of our strength to diminish or destroy our enemy, instead let us rest,
placing everything we’re carrying into God’s hands so that we find ourselves refreshed and ready to meet
our enemies in new relationship. Let us “Be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect”
Imagine the fruit which would come from us stopping relying on our own labour and instead moving
ourselves to one side so that God could act in the difficult relationships that we have. We would find
ourselves relying on the abundance of God’s love and grace for ourselves and others and not relying only
on our own efforts. Isn’t this part of what our harvest celebrations are about the thanksgiving that the
abundant harvest comes as a gift from God and not from only the labour that we have put in ourselves?
Hymn: Singing the Faith 130 – We Plough the Fields and Scatter the Good Seed on the Land
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4
As we reflect on this we sing the beautiful harvest hymn
We plough the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God’s almighty hand:
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes, and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heav’n above;
Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord,
For all His love.
He only is the Maker
Of all things near and far;
He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star;
The winds and waves obey Him,
By Him the birds are fed;
Much more to us, His children,
He gives our daily bread.

We thank Thee then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food;
Accept the gifts we offer
For all Thy love imparts,
And what Thou most desirest—
Our humble, thankful hearts.
Prayers of Intercession
Lord of the harvest,
the time of sowing and the time of reaping are yours.
The time of weeping and the time of singing are yours, too.
Thank you for the time of sowing and the time of reaping.
Let there be harvest in your world.
We pray for those places in the world where the crops have failed
and for those where poverty is the result of human aggression and human greed…
We pray for a harvest of peace and plenty
and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and sowing.
Let there be harvest in the hearts of children, women and men.
We pray for those who are spiritually starved,
who long for meaning in their lives and who need to belong.
Give to your church patience and energy, boldness to speak out and the ability to listen…
We pray for a harvest of faith and of lives transformed by the Gospel
and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and sowing.
Let there be harvest in our own lives, and in the lives of those we know and love.
We pray for those who are sick or troubled, for those who are lonely or who have suffered loss…
We pray for ourselves, that, whatever difficulties we face, our lives may be grateful and joyful.
We pray for a harvest of deepened love, more faithful discipleship,
and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and sowing.
Lord of the harvest,
the time of sowing and the time of reaping are yours.
The time of weeping and the time of singing are yours, too,
and we promise to work with you for the harvest of your kingdom, both reaping and sowing.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Hymn: Singing the Faith 102 – For the Beauty of the Earth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFz3uQbImnw
And so, we end our worship with a hymn which brings us back to the source of creation and through that
celebrates the source of the abundant gifts which God has given to each one of us.
For the beauty of the earth
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies.
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For the beauty of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light.
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart and mind's delight,
For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight.
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild.
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For each perfect gift of Thine,
To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine,
Flowers of earth and buds of Heaven.
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,
This our hymn of grateful praise.

The Blessing
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all
evermore. Amen.
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