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December/January

‘For to us a child is born,
To us a Son is given,
And the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of peace.’
Isaiah 9: 6
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Christmas with Stamford Brass
The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit.
Could you please send any articles for the February Circuit Newsletter to the below
address/email address at this time.
Email:admin2322@gmail.com
Address: Rowan Scholtz
9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB

NEWS!
The Circuit Invitations Committee are now able to tell you that,
subject to ratification by Conference, Rev Andrew Hollins will
become our new Superintendent Minister next September when
Rev Andy Fyall moves on to the Nottingham & Derby District.
Andrew is currently Superintendent of the
North Bedfordshire Circuit.
Rev Andy Fyall
11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG
Tel: 01780 762282
andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk

Rev Bekkie Wright
2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU
Tel: 01572 720721
Bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk

Rev Ruth Charlesworth
2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN
Tel: 01778 422258
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain
11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG
Tel: 01780 762282
andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com

Rev William Booker BA
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist
Church with pastoral charge of
Ryhall Methodist Church
5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS
Tel: 01778380195
Williambooker10@googlemail.com

Phil Jones- Circuit Mission Enabler
5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX
Tel: 01778 346389
pdvjones@hotmail.com

Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz
admin2322@gmail.com Tel: 01780 481395
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
You know the sinking feeling inside when a card arrives in the post and it’s from someone
who you have missed off your list? Then there is the inevitable wondering whether or not
to send one in return!
Amid all the Christmas activities, one man is often forgotten.
No, I don’t mean the person whose birthday we’re celebrating. Although we often fail to
give Jesus first place as He deserves, we don’t usually forget Him. I’m talking about
Joseph—the man God trusted so much that He placed His Son in his home to love and
nurture. What a responsibility!
Joseph truly is the forgotten man in the Christmas story. He usually rates a mention, but
little more. Yet his task was an important component of God’s incredible plan. As we read
the story of the birth of Jesus, we find that Joseph was just, righteous, merciful, protective,
and courageous. But most of all—he was obedient. When the angel told him to take Mary
as his wife, he obeyed. And when the angel told him to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus,
he did.
Just as Mary was carefully chosen to bear the Son of God, Joseph was deliberately chosen
to provide for his young wife and the Christ-child. And trusting God, Joseph did everything
God asked him to do.
So as we worship Jesus this year, let us also take a moment to consider our response to the
most wonderful gift of all. In recognising the presence of Christ in our midst, let us also
seek to respond to his coming in a way which reveals our faith in him.
Helen, Hannah and Matthew join me in wishing you all a wonder-filled and joyous
Christmas and a peaceful 2022.
With every blessing,
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Pray without Ceasing December 2021
Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your
own concerns.
1. For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month
2. Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew
3. Deepings Church
4. Empingham Chapel
5. Rev Ruth Charlesworth
6. Those who use our premises on Mondays
7. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays
8. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays
9. Ketton Chapel
10. Oakham Church
11. Rev William Booker
12. Ryhall Chapel
13. Thurlby Chapel
14. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister
15. Uppingham Church
16. Those who use our premises on Thursdays
17. Those who use our premises on Fridays
18. Those who use our premises on Saturday
19. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler
20. For the homeless and those who seek shelter
21. **
22. Barn Hill Church
23. Bourne Chapel
24. Our Supernumerary Ministers
25. The Peace of the Christ child born in a stable
26. Our Local Preachers
27. **
28. Families and friends
29. Circuit Officers
30. Circuit Administrator Rowan
31. Those who fear new beginnings
Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Sensing God, Who Waits to be Invited In
First-footing is something of importance in Scotland and the North of England.
People go from house to house with good wishes and celebrate with plenty of food and
drink, taking symbolic objects to the household, like coal to wish warmth etc. It is seen as
important who should be first to cross the threshold into the house and “bring in the New
Year” after midnight on New Year’s Eve.
These words of a song ask Christ himself to come and first-foot for us, the door opened to
welcome him in.
Open Door
This day is a new day
that has never been before.
This year is a new year
the opening door.
Enter, Lord Christ
we have joy in Your coming.
You have given us life
and we welcome Your coming.
I turn now to face You
I lift up my eyes
Be blessing my face, Lord
Be blessing my eyes.
May all my eye looks on
be blessed and bright.
My neighbours, my loved ones
be blessed in Your sight.
You have given us life
and we welcome Your coming.
Be with us, Lord
we have joy, we have joy.
This year is a new year
the opening door.
Be with us, Lord
we have joy, we have joy.
From Celtic Night Prayer from the Northumbria Community.
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come
and eat with him, and he with me” Revelation 3: 20
Contributed by Beryl Teasdale
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Reflection
Christ in Me
A reflection for Advent inspired by Romans 13: 11 - 14
Lord, you have come to us.
Emmanuel, God with us, in Jesus.
Yet, try as we may, we cannot always see you
In the busy-ness, the turmoil,
The pain, the anger
Which marks the world around us.
We are blinded, not by Your light,
But by the plight and the terror of many.
We cry out - Emmanuel, where are you?
Maranatha – come Lord Jesus;
Come quickly, Lord, to save us…

And the wonder is that you do come to us –
If only we let you.
You are there:
In our hearts, when we worship, truly worship;
In our thoughts, when we consider the other before ourselves;
In our deeds, when we allow them to be truly selfless, full of loving kindness;

You are there:
In our fears, walking with us and holding us in You;
In our dreams, dreams of a better way, a better world, a better life;
In our fellowship, when we allow your grace to move and your Spirit to guide.
You are there, Lord:
So help us to put on your armour of light and dispel the darkness in your name;
Continued...
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Continued…

Show us how to clothe ourselves with Christ,
That He may increase in us and our shallow, self-righteous selves may decrease.
Maranatha,
Come Lord Jesus, come.
Silence
King of kings you are;
Reign in me.
Lord of lords you are;
Be born in me today;
Word of life you are;
Speak to me today.
Light of life you are;
Shine on me today.
King and Lord, Word and Light,
Reign over the world;
Let your Kingdom come.
Live in your world;
Bring your life in this world.
Speak hope to this world;
And make us listen.
Shine your light
And change us all. Amen.
Andy Fyall, 25.11.16
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I have recently been on a retreat with MWiB Executive members at The Royal Foundation
of St. Katharine in London. We studied John chapter 8 vv 1-11 in several different
translations.
I am sharing the reflection I wrote after one of the sessions.
We are women, we show how we care. The salt of the earth we add flavour to the situations
we are in. Salt seeps into the deeper part of whatever the group or topic is about and
absorbed. We have a deep resolve to show what is right and to stand up for justice. We
encourage and empower those on the margins. Jesus showed compassion to the women who
had come to him by turning the attention on the men and questioning their actions. May we
as women acknowledge that we are important and valued and may we be for women, for
justice, for Christ. Amen

CHRISTMAS EVENT

at Empingham Methodist Church
on MONDAY 13 December during the Post Office Opening hours 2 – 4pm.
th

Carols will be played by David Franklin on Saxophone & Harry Robinson on piano while
usual business Post Office services are available - last minute posting etc.
Refreshments will be on sale.

We will be celebrating 18 years of our Community Post Office.

Connexional Funds Treasurer & World Mission Treasurer
Is anyone willing to replace M. Stones in this role? Who ever does replace Margaret will need
to find a replacement auditor as to date Margaret has had a friend do this as a favour to her.
Margaret would normally order Prayer Handbooks for everyone in the Circuit apart from
those at SMC, which Rev’d J. Dowding covers. Evelyn Pickard has a missionary box that
Margaret opens from time to time. Margaret also pays in the JMA money from SMC.
Margaret would be happy to answer any questions any interested might have.
Margaret Stones: 01572 823626
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STAMFORD AND RUTLAND METHODIST CIRCUIT CALENDAR

Date
Advent
Every
Tuesday
Every
Thursday
Thursday
9th Dec

Time

Event

Venue

2pm

Advent Reflections

Empingham

10am

Advent Reflections

Ketton

10am-12pm,
2pm-4pm,
7pm-9pm

Advent Reflections

Uppingham

Uppingham

Thurs 2nd

From 5pm

DECEMBER 2021
Open Air Witness at the Christmas Market

Mon 13th

From 5pm

Open Air Witness at the Christmas Market

Oakham

Fri 24th
Fri 24th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th
Sat 25th

3pm
4pm
9am
9.30am
9.30am
10am
10am
10am
10.30am
10.45am

Crib Service
Christingle Service
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship
Christmas Day Family Worship

Bourne
Stamford
Uppingham
Stamford
Thurlby
Oakham
Bourne
Deepings
Empingham
Ketton

WALK IN THEIR SHOES
Mon 27th

10am

Theme: Hard Choice

Tues 28th

10am

Theme: Surprising Choice

Wed 29th

10am

Theme: Watching & Waiting

Thurs 30th

10am

Theme: Watching & Seeeing

Fri 31st

10am

Theme: Holding On To The Known

Sat 1st Jan

10am

Theme: Stepping Into The Unknown

Sat 15th

10.30am

Sat 22nd

6pm

Sat 5th

7pm

Sat 26th

10am-4pm

JANUARY 2022
Local Church Safeguarding Officers’ get
together. Contact Katherine Willison for
further information
Circuit Trivia Quiz
FEBRUARY 2022
Worship Concert Led by Chris Bowater
Circuit Study Day considering Conflict
Resolution, led by Rev’d Clive Fowle
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On Facebook & Online
Church
On Facebook & Online
Church
On Facebook & Online
Church
On Facebook & Online
Church
On Facebook & Online
Church
On Facebook & Online
Church

Stamford MC
Stamford MC

Christmas Movie Quiz

1

3

2

5

9

13

17

7

8

11

12

6

10

4

14

15

16

18

19

20
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Christmas Movie Quiz
Answers to the Quiz can be sent to Phil Jones
at pdvjones@hotmail.com.
The winner will receive a prize!

Stamford Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Scheme
This is a scheme to buy, and send, Christmas presents to the children of
prisoners at Stocken Prison.
This helps to build good relationships among prisoners’ families.
The cost of each present would be approximately £15, including postage.
Your donations to this fund would be much appreciated.
Any cheques need to be made payable to:
‘Stamford Prison Fellowship – Angel Tree’.
Your donations can also be given to
Maurice Wade:
17 Drift Avenue, Stamford, PE9 1UY.
Many thanks and every blessing
Maurice and Judith
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Pray without Ceasing January 2022
Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your
own concerns.
1. For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month
2. Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew
3. Empingham Chapel
4. Ketton Chapel
5. Rev Ruth Charlesworth
6. Give thanks for the hope of a New Year
7. Oakham Church
8. Ryhall Chapel
9. All those who need to have Peace in their lives
10. Those who use our premises on Mondays
11. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays
12. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays
13. Rev William Booker
14. Thurlby Chapel
15. Uppingham Church
16. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister
17. Barn Hill Church
18. Bourne Chapel
19. All who work as Chaplains
20. Those who use our premises on Thursdays
21. Those who use our premises on Fridays
22. Those who use our premises on Saturday
23. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler
24. **
25. Deepings Church
26. Our Supernumerary Ministers
27.
28. Our Local Preachers
29. **
30. Circuit Officers
31. Circuit Administrator Rowan
Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Circuit Trivia Quiz
Saturday 22 January 2022
Join in a fun evening!

We’ll decided near the time whether to have it in Barn Hill with food
beforehand and teams of up to 8, or on Zoom as we had to last year.
Please register in advance by e-mailing
ighusbands@gmail.com

The Well Café at
Stamford Methodist Church
The Well is now open again on Wednesdays and Fridays
10am-2pm
The Well is our café situated within the Church building, providing
delicious hot meals, drinks, cakes etc at an amazing price.
Add to that a fair-trade shop and you have the best location for chat
in Stamford.

Submitting articles for the newsletter

We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book reviews, poems and
articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.
For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.

Please send all entries for the February newsletter no later than
Tuesday 11th January 2022, including Pr ayer s for the Pr ayer page from
Church Stewards (anything sent after this date will not be included)
Thank you
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Bourne
We pray that the meeting of leaders at the COP26 Conference will not have been in vain
and that some positive results will mean new beginnings for climate change. God has
created this wonderful world, we must not be allowed to destroy it.
As we look forward to the festive season we pray for those less fortunate than ourselves, the
homeless, the bereaved, those who are struggling mentally as well as financially and for
anyone for whom this time of year is not a happy one.
Deepings
We have welcomed back some members to worship with us, but there are others we would
like to continue to pray for, who are unable to join us in presence because of their health, or
mobility issues. We pray that they may know they are being prayed for, visited, and
remembered.
We pray for local businesses as they continue to rebuild their enterprises and for those who
are seeking employment. We remember those community groups like the food bank who are
helping those in need.
We pray for the arrangements we are making for our Christmas services and our thinking
regarding how we respond to our Mission Audit.
Empingham
We give thanks for new growth, a loving fellowship and to be able to continue with our usual church based activities.
Please pray for those in our fellowship who are unwell at this time.
Please continue to pray for our various outreach endeavours and the season of advent and
Christmas will bring new opportunities.
Ketton
Dear Lord, we ask for your forgiveness if we have offended you in any way.
We are not perfect but want to do only your will. We pray for all in the Village of Ketton,
heal all the sick, infirm and lonely, let them know your love.
Give us all the courage to tell others what a wonderful amazing God you are. Bless Sarah
and Craig as they come to terms with the loss of Mum, Joyce Mayes who was a very active
member of Ketton fellowship for many years.
Amen.
January.
Dear Father as we now start a new year without knowing what it will bring, give us faith to
follow your path to do what we know is right and turn away from that which we know is
wrong or will be hurtful to others. It is sometimes difficult to do, so we need your
reassurance. We have to have an open heart to let you in and listen for your voice.
Bless all the beautiful children who will be brought to you in Baptism this year, so they may
grow in the knowledge of your love for them. We ask this in your holy name. Amen
Oakham
We pray that this year we may be able to carry out our celebrations of Christ's birth in our
various churches with renewed hope and vigour. We ask that you will help us to encourage
others to join us and experience God's promises of love and joy.
Help us to face the New year with a commitment to serving you and making the changes in
our lives to secure the future health and safety of our planet and your wonderful
world . Amen
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Stamford
Dear Lord we pray for: Those people who find the season of Advent & Christmas a difficult time. We ask that they
will continue to feel your presence and love surrounding them.
Those who will listen to the Christmas story over this time and hear the words shared with
new understanding and excitement.
The safe journey of all those who will be travelling to visit friends and family over the
Christmas period.
Those who will lead us in worship during December and January
Uppingham
Dear Lord,
We are living in such busy times. Help us to pause and reflect on all the good things around
us. May we be ready to encourage others to join us in reaching out to all those in need.
Circuit
Give thanks for the appointment of the Rev’d Andrew Hollins as Superintendent Minister of
the Stamford Circuit from September 2022 (subject to Conference agreement).
Pray for a growing commitment to showing God’s love in action in our communities.
Give thanks for the freedoms we have to worship openly.
Pray for all who are struggling with difficulty and challenge at this time.
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STAMFORD
METHODIST CHURCH
presents

Christmas
with

STAMFORD BRASS
Join the band, current Midland Champions and
National Championship Finalists,
in their first public concert in two years.
An evening of brilliant brass music, with both
sacred and secular festive favourites to
celebrate Christmas

7.30pm Saturday 18th December
Tickets £10 students & children £5
Tickets available from Stamford Arts Centre (763203)
and Stamford Methodist Church

All proceeds will be shared between Stamford Brass
and Stamford Methodist Church Mission Projects
which are : Nixon Memorial Hospital in Sierra Leone,

and a new HQ for the 2nd Stamford Scout Group

To prevent the transmission
of the virus you are
encouraged to observe

HANDS – FACE – SPACE
at your discretion
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